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A Salute to my Country

I am clothed with the soil of my country, I will not abandon
the soil, I will not abandon my country.

I gather my personal pain, gather the sorrows of my slain
country. Take refuge in a dream with hope, with beautiful
patience, with wisdom, and with will, and prevent tragedy,
prevent disaster and the disappointments of time, from
achieving victory over me.

The wounds are thick, the paths are dark and closed, and the
beasts gnaw at the body of the city and perch on its ruins.

The wounds heal, the mind calms, I arrange the sorrows, I
conjure the colored spaces and begin to restore the face of the
earth, declaring peace, raising

its flag, in search of light, or the wing of a bird, or a rose that
emanates its smell from the groans of rubble.

Before the big explosion, before its volcanoes erupted, my
Nature was magical, inspiring, luminous, and serene. I
painted and colored it as if it were fountains of light and joy:
Flirting with the clouds of its Spring and Summer, with the
warmth of its snows, with the hotness of bricks, with the
serenity of the earth after the harvest seasons and the olive
picking. Enjoying its sunrise and sunset, its moonlit nights,
glimpsing the mountains guarding the plains, its stillness,
its dialogue with the sky, its clouds flirting with the mist,
and its sun fleeing at sunset, but on the promise of return.

Our earth is our mother, from its sweetness I create splendor. Her
pains are maternal pains, her tremors inciting the births of creation.

The works of this stage are characterized by their bright colors
and bright lights. It is characterized by different densities

of colors and textures in the sensory and visual texture, and
spaces that call for joy and pride, in the seasons’ prayers and
the change of their climates between sunrise and sunset, and
in capturing the temptations and desires of light.

Suddenly, without warning and due to a mysterious rage,
dreams vanish: the light withdraws, the horizons darken,
and the city is blown away.

Darkness prevails, and death reaps crowds of loved ones in
my country. Bodies mingle with doors and windows, stones,
dust and darkness, and all paths lead to the unknown, to
the crushing darkness.
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Hope becomes a mirage before the ruins of the surrendered
city and its angry entrances.

Dreams fade over the ruins, in the fall of disappointments,
the darkness of the roads, and the bottom of the abyss.

In this era, my feelings freeze, my creative abilities stagnate,
and my desire to formulate artworks that embody the horror
of tragedy is paralyzed.

In the struggle of reflections, obsessions, and suffering,
in the bitterness and horrors of bereavement, my brushes,
paints, and chisels await the moment that leads me to the
white paper, to the cloth, to the stone.

... And when the terrors of emotions and storms subside,
when the land of ashes gathers its sorrows, to declare that it
is aland of peace and love in a time of wars, and when they
decide to rise up from the depression of their disappointments
and heal their wounds, and when they are armed with hope
so that the homeland does not become cemetery or exile, I
regain my creative health, and I decide to express in color
through movement this critical stage in the history of our
country, but without tension, without directness, leaving my
artistic feelings to frame this solemn event with works that
remain purposeful aesthetic witnesses.

In this section of the works, the subject shifts from the
countryside to the city, with its buildings and rubble. I focus
on the scattering of buildings and what they contain, and
on narrow spaces, squeezing themselves with opaque colors
devoured by the scattering of door and window openings
and crashes, suggesting ruin and fragmentation. It is

as if behind every hole a human eye bears witness to the
bereavement and its horrors.

From the heart of this hurricane, hope creeps into this
darkness, expanding the space for some light so that hope and
resurrection can breathe in the spirit of the homeland and its
components, in an optimistic view aimed at cooling souls and
calming congestion, hoping that this aesthetic and human
moment will be our opportunity for new beginnings.

Maroun El Hakim
1 June 2022
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1
Light from the Heart of Rubble 2B o sg
150 x 200 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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When the SKky Falls on the City

dgaadl Ll sbowdl sl Loois
150 x 110 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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The Land of Ashes Awaits its Dawn La ) pbaiii slopdl gs,)i
110 x 150 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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A City that Regains its Soul

Lk>9) & pmad digae
120 x 100 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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City Guardians

100 x 90 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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Spaces of Light and Range Sl Heldl wlobwe
120 x 140 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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7
Warmth and Ignition Jliublg s
120 x 130 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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8
Sun of the Unknown Jaesadl gaony
40 x 50 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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9
Earth, Don’t Travel o2 VI L Sl Y
40 x 50 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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10
City of Ashes slopl digae
40 x 50 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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A City Lying on its Embers Lo )0 e 28 )5 digowe
40 x 50 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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Drowning in Blood aMl agy s
40 x 50 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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Snow of Death ol ali
40 x 50 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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Who Captured your Shadow, Oh Cloud? Lousl Lol eils juwl oo
70 x 50 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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15
Tears
45 x 45 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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The Wounded Sea ol el
45 x 45 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2022
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Full Moon )l
40 x 32 cm, acrylic on plywood, 2017
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18
The Warm Snow

zell s
30 x 40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017



Art on 56", Gemmayzeh
14 July - 6 August, 2022

MHARIM, 25ty oy

19
A Summer'’s Cloud o doas
40 x 30 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2018



M Hﬁﬁ" A Salute to my Country | Arton 56, Gemmayzeh
. o Mol =i | 147uly - 6 August, 2022

20

Sannine Calls the Lilac OSLI sl oo
40 x 30 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Stadium of the Sun ol wslo
30 x 40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2018
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In Summer’s Mirror ol 8o 9
30 x40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2018
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Serenity of the Earth VI S dusSw
30 x 40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017



m Hﬁﬁ" A Salute to my Country | Art on 56, Gemmayzeh
. o Mol =i | 147uly - 6 August, 2022

24
Olive Picking ool Ml Blbs
40 x 30 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017
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The Houses near the Wheat Fields 2ol Jost> Holod Son
30 x 40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017
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The Mountains Guard the Fields Jsead! g Jus
30 x40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2018
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Red Warms sUuidl 5903 ol
40 x 30 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2019
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A Dialog Between Earth and SKky

sloaws v2)l o )ls>
30 x 40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Sunset wuszall s
40 x 30 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017



n ”Hﬁ" A Salute to my Country | Art on 56, Gemmayzeh
. o Mol =i | 147uly - 6 August, 2022

30
Rooftops Inhabiting Spring &l oSl duo)s
40 x 35 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2018
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Season of Harvests el puwgo
40 x 35 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017
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In the Arms of Mountains
35x 40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Moonlit Night
35x 40 cm, acrylic on canvas, 2017
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The Stillness of Nature dzubll yeSw
50 x 40 cm, oil on plywood, 2019



m Hﬁﬁ" n A Salute to my Country | Art on 56, Gemmayzeh
. o Mol =i | 147uly - 6 August, 2022

35

Shadows of Houses and Sky slowy Lon JUB
50 x 40 cm, oil on canvas, 2019
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36
At Dusk
60 x 70 cm, oil on canvas, 2017
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Variations a deux temps

Temps 1

La nature stimule le cceur et la main dans un élan de
confiance et d’espoir. Les collines, les plaines et méme
l’eau fleurissent et les émotions se condensent dans un
aplat de couleur pure qui scande le rythme de la peinture.
Maroun Hakim se réfugie toujours dans les bras de la
nature. Sa mémoire irradie de tendresse et de complicité
harmonieuse. La nature inspiratrice prolonge les réveries
du peintre et les transforme en paysages éloquents gardant
toute la spontanéité et la fraicheur du geste créatif.

Printemps, été, automne et hiver se relaient pour
enrichir I’expression artistique dans un langage
condensé, simple et provocateur. Le regard du spectateur
pénetre ’espace qui prend les dimensions de sa réverie
intime devant les éléments de la nature réduits a

une touche savante et un empatement agréable riche
en dégradés chromatiques chaleureux et froids qui

se cOtoient dans des contrastes surprenants ou des
harmonies douces, le tout menant a un équilibre
charmant et une texture aussi expressive que séduisante.

A Salute to my Country
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Temps 2

Maroun Hakim plonge son pinceau dans les blessures
multiples de son pays. Les toiles explosent en sensations
colorées intenses, vibrantes de sincérité. Le paysage
urbain fouette le visage du récepteur et ranime en lui des
souvenirs sinistres. L'art est révélateur des tourments
internes du peintre mais le temps de la souffrance prend
une pause pour tendre vers une espérance cachée dans

le ciel. Un ciel qui se ferme un moment et en partie
seulement, pour s’ouvrir de nouveau sur une vie neuve
dans I’éclat grandissant du bleu et du blanc dans une
union réussie, bien que traversé par moments d’un gris
qui ne tarde pas a s’éclaircir.

Laville saigne, poursuivant en silence sa danse

macabre. Puis subitement, elle entre en transe dans son
tournoiement et se libére spontanément. Les immeubles
avec ceux qui les habitent s’évadent dans la fumée et
s’élevent semblables a des ames dans un mouvement
transcendant cathartique. Le peintre porte en lui les
douleurs de sa terre. Il crie sa colére, son désarroi, sa révolte
dans la complexité d'une composition qui gémit et marque
ainsi l’arrét du temps. Méme les paysages pleurent et leurs
larmes deviennent mer ou lac ; ’attente se prolonge dans
un coucher de soleil tout feu tout flamme. Parfois, des
personnages coincés suffocant dans ’attente se coudoient
comme pour s’accrocher I'un a I’autre et se donner la force
et la patience de résister aux oppressions du moment.

Toutes ces variations a deux temps sont le fruit d’une longue
méditation, d’un travail passionné et acharné pour illustrer
les fluctuations de l'esprit, du mental et du physique dans

la vie quotidienne sublimée dans les ceuvres de Maroun
Hakim. Cet artiste qui ne cesse de nous étonner et cela tout
au long de son cheminement artistique par ses trouvailles
heureuses qu’il gere avec une ardeur sans pareille et une
technique élaborée, célébrant la vie dans toutes ses facettes.

Samar Hakim
3juin 2022
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The Foster City dslJl digaadl
60 x 15 x 15 cm, green marble, 2021
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38
Dialog pIres
63x20x 12 cm, West-Bekaa stone, 2021
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39
Trinity Nk
25x 24 x 17 cm, black marble, 2021
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Love s
47 x 27 x 10 cm, onyx, 2021
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Symphony of the Female and the Bird abdly LoV dbgdonmw
60 x 20 x 14 cm, white marble, 2022
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Poem s
48 x 25 x 10 cm, white marble, 2021
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Like Honey, I Melt in Tenderness Gli> wedi .A.e,u.dls
45x13x11cm, onyx, 2021
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44
The Lovers olawlll
30x20x 13 cm, green marble, 2021
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Skyward slowidl g2
20 x 20 x 6 cm, green marble, 2021
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Generative Tremors 850 wlivlss)l
60 x 15 x 15 cm, pink aurora stone, 2021
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47
Pluck my Desire i) ks
H 36 cm, onyx, 2001
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Hills of Honey

Jowsdl JM
39x20x 12 cm, onyx, 2017
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Stone of Water, Stone of Feminity LoVl jo> sladl jo
45x15x 15 cm, onyx, 2016



-

ey
.llaroun El Hakim at at his atelier

e 2022
i S sl g

o=

L ————’

i

. il




M.HARIM,

Maroun El Hakim | Curriculum Vitae

Born in Mazraat Yachouh (North Metn), Lebanon, May 16, 1950
- Diploma of Postgraduate Education in Painting and Drawing
from the Institute of Fine Arts, Lebanese University | 1975

- Diploma of Maestro d’Arte in Ceramics, Istituto di Roma,
Rome | 1976

Associations and Syndicates:
- Founder of the Alumni of the Fine-Arts Institute Graduates
of the Lebanese University with Nicolas Nassif and Alexandre
Brakhia | 1994
- President of The Lebanese Artists Association for Painters
and Sculptors | 1998 - 2000
- Founder of the Aley Sculpture Symposium in collaboration
with Aley municipality | 1999
- Founder of the Lebanese Plastic Artists Syndicate | 2002
- First president of the Lebanese Plastic Artists Syndicate |
2002 - 2009
- Organizer of the following collective exhibitions:

- In Beirut (UNESCO and the S.A.P.L. HQ)

- In Ehden (Abchi Hotel)

- In Tyre (Cultural Movement in Tyre)

- In Tripoli

- In Mazraat El Chouf

Teaching:
Elementary and Middle School: Mazraat Yachouh Public
School, Math, Civics, Arabic and Drawing | 1971-1975

High School :
- The Teachers’ School in Rabat, Morocco | Drawing | 1977 - 1978
- The Central School - Art Institute, Jounieh, Lebanon |
Drawing and Sculpting | 1978 - 1980
- The Teachers’ School, Sad El Bauchrieh, Lebanon |
Drawing and Sculpting | 1978 - 1980

University:
- Holy Spirit University- Faculty of Fine Arts | Drawing
and Sculpting | 1980 - 1986

A Salute to my Country
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- Full-time instructor at the Fine-Arts Institute - Lebanese
University | 1979 - 2014
- Head of the Plastic Arts Department at the Institute of
Fine Arts - Lebanese University, Branch I1| 1986 - 2014
- Earned the “Professor” rank (the highest academic rank
at the Lebanese University) | 2002
- Contributor to the L.M.D Programs at the Institute of
Fine Arts - Plastic Arts Major | 2004 - 2014
- Publication of a book entitled “Rearview Mirrors” | 2013
- Publication of monograph “A Life in Art” | 2020

Main artworks exhibited in public and private locations:
1980: Two murals and a sculpture, Zouk MKkayel park, Lebanon
1996: A sculpture on the 100™ anniversary of the Water
Department, Dbayeh, Lebanon

2002: A terracotta mural, Mar Nohra Church, Qornet E1
Hamra, Lebanon

2007: Awooden altar and statue, Church of The Sisters of the
Holy Family, Fanar, Lebanon

2008: A bronze sculpture of Patriarch Al-Hadchiti, Hadchit, Lebanon
2008: “The Land of Peace” sculpture, Mazraat Yachouh, Lebanon
2014: Two oil paintings for Saint Charbel and Saint John-Paul
II, Mar Abda-Church, Bikfayya, Lebanon

1992: The “Phénix de la Pub” trophy for the IAA-Lebanon
1999: The commemorative trophy of the Aley sculpture symposium
2000: The poster of the 4™ annual anniversary of Qana massacre
2008: The trophy of Holcim institution, Lebanon

2011: The trophy of “Distinguished Man of the Year” for
Casino du Liban

2014 : Two oil paintings : Saint Charbel and John-Paul II,

Mar Abda Church, Bikfaya, Lebanon

Exhibitions:

-35 individual exhibitions in Lebanon and abroad | 1977-2018
- More than 66 collective exhibitions in Lebanon and abroad |
1971-2017
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